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SUBJECT: HELLENIKON SUBGROUP MEETING, JUNE 30 

SUMMARY: HELLENIKON SUBGROU MET ON 30 JUNE. US SPOLESMAN 
VERBALLY PRESENTED THE US POSITION AS SET FORTH IN NEGOTIATING 
INSTRUCTIONS, BUT WITH HIGHER STRENGTH FIGURE. GREEKS 
RESPONDED THAT THE MISSION OF THE WORKING GROUP WAS TO 
IMPLEMENT DECISIONS REACHED IN ROUND TWO: CLOSE THE BASE; 
RETAIN CERTAIN ESSENTIAL US ACTIVITIES; AND MAKE VERY 
SIGNIFICANT REDUCTIONS IN US PERSONNEL. IN THE GREEK 
VIEW, THE NUMBER OF US PERSONNEL WAS THE PRIMARY ISSUE 
AND A VERY SIGNIFICANT GAP EXISTED BETWEEN THE 1,150 
PROPOSED BY THE US AND THE NUMBER (200) THE GREEKS HAD PRO- 
POSED IN APRIL. THEY STATED THAT THIS ISSUE WOULD HAVE TO 
BE RESOLVED, BEFORE OTHER QUESTIONS AFFECTING US 
VISIBILITY WERE ADDRESSED AND ASKED FOR DETAILED DISCUSSION 
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ON EACH ACTIVITY. THE GREEKS PMPEDLY STATED THAT FINAL 
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DECISIONS ON HELLENIKON WOULD BE MADE AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL 
AND WOULD BE INFLUENCED BY THE OUTCOME OF DISCUSSIONS WITHIN 
NATO. END SUMMARY 

1. ON JUNE 27. US TEAM HELD A STRATEGY PLANNING SESSION 
DURING WHICH DCM STEARNS OUTLINED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AS 
THEY WOULD INFLUENCE TACTICS TO BE USED. NOTING PARTICULARLY 
BOTH THE GENERALLY FAVORABLE MOVEMENT IN US-GREEK RELATIONS AND 
THE INTRASIGENT STANCE TAKEN BY THE GREEKS IN CURRENT 
HOMEPORTING SUBGROUP MEETINGS. AS A RESULT OF THIS ASSESS- 
MENT, IT WAS AGREED THAT TIME WAS TO THE US ADVANTAGE 

AND NEGOTIATING TEAM SHOULD NOT FEEL COMPELLED TO 
ACHIEVE SET TARGETS OF REACH OMPLETE AGREEMENT IN THE 
NEXT TEN DAYS. ALTHOUGH NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT THE GREEKS 
WOULD ACCEPT A PERSONNEL LEVEL OF 961, LET ALONE A HIGHER 
NUMBER, STEARNS NEVERTHELESS ACCEPTED A USAFE SUGGESTION 
THAT THE TEAM PRESENT AN INITIAL STRENGTH FIGURE OF 1 , 1 50 
AS A VEHICLE FOR OPENING DISCUSSIONS. 

2. IN INITIAL MEETING AT HELLENIKON GROUP ON JUNE 30, 

DISCUSSIONS OPENED WITH US PRESENTATION TAKING AS POINT 

OF DEPARTURE ATLANTA SPEECH BY SECSTATE REGARDING MUTUALITY 
OF INTERESTS SERVED BY THE US PRESENCE IN VARIOUS ALLIED 
COUNTRIES, US EFFORTS AT THE NATO SUMMIT AND ELSE WHERE TO 
FACILITATE RESOLUTION OF PROBLEMS IN THE EASTERN MEDITER 
RANEAN, AND EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN WHICH JEOPAR- 
DIZED WESTERN SECURITY INTERESTS. PRESENTATION CONGINUED 
WITH A DISCUSSION OF US ROLE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE ROLE 
PLAYED BY THE SIXTH FLEET AND THE NETWORK OF BASES AND 
FACILITIES IN NATO COUNTRIES AND SPAIN IN STABILIZING 
EVENTS IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. FOCUSSING ON 
HELLENIKON. US REPS CITED IMPORTANCE OF ACTIVITIES THERE TO 
BOTH US AND GREEK INTERESTS, STRESSING THAT IN THE EFFORTS 
TO SATISFY GREEK DESIRES ARBITRARY LIMITS ON FUNCTIONS 
OR NUMBERS SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

3. OPENING US POSITION ON HELLENIKON WAS THEN PRESENTED 
VERBALLY, WITH A REVIEW OF FACTORS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO US 
VISIBILITY AND PROPOSALS TO REDUCE THAT VISIBILITY. IN 
DISCUSSING WAYS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF US PERSONNEL AT 
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HELLENIKON, US REPS NOTED THE EFFECT OF GHE TERMINATION OF 
HOMEPORTING ON THE USE OF BASE FACILITIES AND ON THE WORKING 
POPULATION OF THE BASE. GREEKS WERE THEN TOLD THAT THROUGH 
RELOCATION OF CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OFF BASE, AND A REDUCTION 
IN THE NUMBERS OF PERSONNEL ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIFIC 
ACTIVITIES, THE BASE POPULATION COULD BE REDUCED FROM 
1546 TO 1 150. THIS NUMBER WAS PRESENTED AS BEING 
LESS THAN NORMALLY REQURIED, BUT THAT WE COULD CONTINUE TO 
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SUPPORT ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES WITH MINIMUM DEGRADATION. 

GREEKS WERE ASKED TO PROVIDE ASSURANCE CONCERNING STABILITY 
OF THE GREEK LABOR FORCE SUPPORTING THE 
US ACTIVITIES. US PRESENTATION CONCLUDED WITH AN INQUIRY 
CONCERNIG RESULTS OF THE GREEK STUDY OF US ACTIVITIES AT 
HELLENKKON UNDERTAKEN AS A RESULT OF THE SECOND ROUND 
OF DISCUSSIONS IN APRIL. 

4. GREEK SPOKESMAN RESPONDED BY NOTING THAT MUCH COULD 
CHANGE DURING THE COURSE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS. THAT AN 
AGREEMENT ON HELLENIKON WILL BE DECIDED AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVEL, AND STRESSIGN THAT THE OUTCOME OF DISCUSSIONS ON 
GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP TO NATO WOULD HAVE AN EFFECT. 

RESPONDING TO INITIAL PRESENTATION BY US TEAM. BG KOURIS, 

HAF, CHIEF OF GREEK STEAM, NOTED GREEK APPRECIATION OF FACT 
THAT ALLIANCES WERE A TWO-WAY AFFAIR AND REITERATED 
GOG DESIRE TO CONSIDER WHICH US FACILITES SERVED BOTH US 
AND GREEK INTERESTS.HE SAID THAT THE SIXTH FLEET WAS A 
STABILIZING FACTOR VIS-A-VIS NATO AND THE SOVIET UNIMBUT 
HAD NOT PROVED SO WITHIN THE ALLIANCE. KOURIS REMARKED THAT 
UNLIKE US BASES IN TURKEY, SOME US ACTIVITIES IN GREECE WERE 
ORIENTED TO BOTH THE SOVIET UNION AND ARAB COUNTRIES, THAT 
THE ARAB COUNTRIES WERE FREINDLY TO GREECE, AND THAT THESE 
ACTIVITIES THEREFORE REPRESENTED A DIPLOMATIC RISK TO GREECE. 

5. CONCERNING THE US PROPOSAL ON HELLENIKON, KOURIS SAID 
THAT PURPOSE OF THIS GROUP WAS TO IMPLEMENT WHAT WAS DECIDED 
AT THE FIRST ROUND, I.E., THE US BASE WOULD BE CLOSED, 

CERTAIN ACTIVITIES WOULD CONTINUE. AND THE BASE POPULATION 
WOULD BE "VERY SIGNIFICANTLY" REDUCED. HE SAID US PROPOSAL 
WAS PRIMARILY TO REDUCE VISIBILITY, AND THAT A WIDE GAP 
EXISTED BWTEEEN THE GREEK AND US INTERPRETATIONS OF A 
"SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION." HE AGAIN SAID THAT THE OUTCOME 
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OF THE HELLENIKON DISCUSSIONS DEPENDED ON MAY FACTORS 
BEYOND CONTROL OF NEGOTIATORS, BUT THAT GREEK TEAM HAD TO 
WORK WITHIN ITS GUIDANCE AND TERMS OF REFERENCE. HE DID 
NOT REGARD REDUCTION BY 400 AS "VERY SIGNIFICANT" AND SAID 
THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO CONSIDER HELLENIKON A GREEK 
BASE IF US PERSONNEL OUTNUMBERED GREEK PERSONNEL, SUGGESTING 
THAT PROPOSED REDUCTION TO 1,150 WOULD MAKE GREEKS SEEM 
LIKE DETACHMENT ON A US BASE. HE ASKED FOR A DETAILED 
BREAKOUT OF US PROPOSED REDUCTIONS BY ACTIVITY, AND 
PROPOSED FORMATION OF A WORKING GROUP TO DISCUSS EACH ACTIVITY 
AND FIND A WAY TO REDUCE THE GAPS BWTFF.N THE US AND GREEK 
PERCEPTION OF A "SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION." HE SAID OTHER 
FACTORS AFFECTING VISIBILITY SHOULD ONLY BE ADDRESSED AFTER 
THE QUESTION OF NUMBERS WAS RESOLVED. 
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6. GREEK SPOKESMAN RAISED ISSUE OF PERSONNEL SUPPORT 
ACTIVITIES, NOTING THAT REVERSION OF HELLENIKON TO GREEK 
CONTROL WCOULD PRESENT TECHNICAL PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH 
DEPENDENT FLOW AND THE SOFA. US REPS RESPONSE FOCUSSED 
ON REASONS FOR THESE ACTIVITIES, NOTING THAT THEY WERE 
UNAVOIDABLE. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE WORKING GROUP WOULD 
MEET ON JULY 1 AND 2. 
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